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NROTC UNIT COMMISSIONS 14 NEW OFFICERS 16 MAY 2020
Historic commissioning by YouTube is a first, an event not to be soon forgotten by 2020 graduates. (see p. 2)
A&FA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE TO MU NROTC ALUMNI
As a 3rd class midshipman in the spring of 1970 I recall the campus shutting down before completion of the
academic year due to disruptive Vietnam War protests. Fast forward exactly 50 years, and we are in the midst
of another University shut down, the adversary unseen. We thought it desirable to lend a sense of normalcy
and report what your alumni association has been doing behind the scene this past year.
We continue to stress three main areas of concentration:
1. Increasing membership (see Membership article by Mike Good)
2. Broadening outreach (Phil Claiborne’s column)
3. Value delivery.
We are trying to define what “Value” means (what members really want/need from
the A&FA), as well as “Delivery” (how to get it to you). Although we have some
good minds working on this led by Phil Claiborne, your input is highly desired,
especially from our younger members. Phil’s contact info is in his article.
With the COVID-19-caused cancellation of the MU-wide 2020 Reunion weekend,
we also unfortunately had to cancel the annual NROTC Reunion and luncheon
scheduled for 6 June, 2020. Those classes who would normally celebrate their special anniversary years
(ending in “0” and “5”) will be combined with next year’s (see Ed Taicsich’s plan).
Our 2020 A&FA annual meeting proceeded however, as required by our Bylaws, but virtually. The visuals
remain posted on the website. Among other topics of interest was how we have put your dues to good use
from Treasurer Scott Christensen (also the high level financials in this article).

TOP Graduate
Ensign Steven Peterson of Crystal Lake,
IL is the top 2020 graduate, earning him
a Navy officer's sword awarded by the
Seapower Leadership Association. A
mechanical engineer from Milwaukee
School of Engineering, ENS Peterson is
assigned to the USS Sampson (DDG
102) out of Everett, WA. Ensign
Peterson wrote: I was very honored to
receive such generous award. The
Alumni and Friends Association does so
much for the NROTC unit and the
Midshipmen, from leadership
conferences to drill meets that would not
have been possible without your support.
These events create the most capable
and best Navy and Marine Corp Officers.
We greatly appreciate everything done
for us during our careers as midshipmen.
This award has been a goal of mine
since I was a freshmen and it will always
remind me of all the fun times I had as a
part of MUNROTC.

Alumnus/a and Young Alumnus/a of the Year nominations are due not later than 1 August (see Austin Helm’s
article). Also if you don’t know who your Class Rep is, it probably means that we don’t yet have one for your
class, and is an excellent time for you to step up and lend a hand.
Within the newsletter you’ll see an update on aspects and events amid COVID-19 from Unit CO CAPT Matt
Vandersluis, as well as that on the Seapower Leadership Association’s efforts to support the midshipmen (see
SLA President Albert Lagore’s column and Mike Good’s article acknowledging donors).
The virtual commissioning from 16 May, 2020 is posted via a link on the website (https://marquette-nrotcalumni.org/). Alumni can look forward to celebrating our 80th anniversary along with the Unit and midshipmen
when students return to campus, barring unforeseen prolongation of the current Coronavirus crisis.
We have a variety of electronic ways you can participate in communicating with your Shipmates and alumni
association (see Phil Claiborne’s piece). Among the positive unintended consequences, COVID-19 necessity
has transformed even some of the most reluctant digital converts from “islands” into being networked to good
purpose. One of the uplifting consequences is the recording of the 2020 commissioning (see our coverage of
Commissioning Ensigns and 2ndLt’s).
Finally, I’d like to make a pitch for you to support and advance your alumni association by volunteering to
serve on the Board, as an Officer, or one of several Key Personnel. It doesn’t take much time, but reaps great
returns for your Shipmates. Attached is a membership form for you to pass to Alumni who want to join A&FA.
Respectfully,

CAPT Marty Menez, President and Chairman
Marquette U. NROTC Alumni and Friends Association
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Marque e\MSOE\UW-Milwaukee 2020 Gradua ng Class of Ensigns and 2nd Lieutenants
In total, fourteen officers were commissioned, a dozen NROTC midshipmen: eight Navy, four Marines, plus a Navy Nursing officer candidate and a
Marine Enlisted Commissioning Education Program (MECEP) candidate; in a ceremony conducted online by YouTube 16 May 2020. Five will join
the Surface Warfare (SWO) community, two USN Nursing, two Naval Aviation and five are destined for USMC “The Basic School” (TBS). Eleven
are Marquette students, one from Milwaukee School of Engineering (MSOE), two from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 1st Row, (left to
right): Ensign Andrew Barr, USN, Mechanical Engineering, will be stationed aboard USS Thomas Hudner (DDG-116); 2ndLt Harold Blye, Jr.,
USMC, Communications, a MECEP from UW-Milwaukee, will attend The Basic School (TBS) In Quantico, VA; 2ndLt Noah Brown, USMC,
Mechanical Engineering, will attend The Basic School (TBS) In Quantico, VA. 2nd Row, (left to right): 2ndLt Nathaniel Fuiten, USMC,
Kinesiology, UW-Milwaukee will attend The Basic School (TBS) In Quantico, VA; 2ndLt Nate Kola, USMC, Criminology, will attend The Basic
School (TBS) In Quantico, VA; Ensign Jacqueline Lohman, USN, Applied Mathematical Economics, will report to Naval Air Station Pensacola.;
Ensign Yvonne Maginley, USN, an Officer Candidate from MSOE Nursing, will report to Naval Medical Center San Diego, CA. 3rd Row, (left to
right): 2ndLt Joseph Moskal, USMC, Entrepreneurship, will attend The Basic School (TBS) In Quantico, VA; Ensign Steven Peterson, USN,
Mechanical Engineering, will be stationed aboard USS Sampson (DDG 102); Ensign Ashley Pluim, USN, Criminology and Law Studies /
Psychology, will be stationed aboard USS Portland (LPD 27); Ensign Jack Raimondi, USN, Spanish Language & Culture, USN, will report to
Naval Air Station Pensacola. 4th Row, (left to right): Ensign Joshua Redmann, USN, Military History, is going to be stationed aboard USS
Gettysburg (CG 64); Ensign Olivia D. Richmond, USN, of MU Nursing will report to Naval Medical Center Portsmouth, VA; Ensign Maeve
Sullivan, USN, Francophone Studies, will be stationed aboard USS Mahan (DDG 72). The Marquette University NROTC Commissioning
YouTube video 16 May 2020 remains viewable by searching “NROTC Marquette Commissioning 2020” or URL: https://youtu.be/
(Pictured page2)

C.O. COMMENDS NROTC MIDSHIPMEN FOR OVERCOMING ADVERSITY & ALUMNI FOR THEIR
ONGOING SUPPORT
Extraordinary times call for extraordinary measures.
The world, our country, our state and our universities are in a state of uncertainty and upheaval. As many of
you know, we cancelled all in person unit activities from spring break all the way through graduation and
commissioning. This list included multiple leadership conferences, our Spring Ball and annual golf tournament,
Senior Mess Night sponsored by Dick Leinenkugel, commissioning and all three University commencement
ceremonies. Additionally, all summer training was cancelled with the exception of USMC OCS and Special
warfare training.
Regarding academics, instruction quickly transitioned from in-class to online, to include our drill/lab periods,
causing a good deal of stress to our Midshipman as they found their routines disrupted and themselves
scattered all over the country. I am proud to report that they rose to the challenge and successfully completed
their academics, self organized and provided support to each other, and kept traditions and rituals alive by
creative use of online collaboration tools.
The class of 2020 will commission and they will leave Milwaukee with lessons and leadership tools that will
serve them well in their naval careers. When you face adversity and overcome it, you become stronger and
more resilient. Our country is in good hands with the men and women that will enter our Navy and Marine
Corps this year.

Captain Matthew Vandersluis, USN

Finally, I would like to personally thank all those that give their time to help support the NROTC Battalion. Your efforts are helping to shape the next
generation and we are grateful.

All my best,

Skipper Vandersluis
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Seapower Leadership Association Providing Growth Opportunities
To all the friends of and fellow Marquette NROTC Alums,
Thank you all very much for another year where I am again amazed by your generosity. This President gig is pretty doggone
easy with a constituency like you all! And thank you in advance for your continued support.
Because of your support, it was stress-free that I could prod the Midshipmen and staff of the NROTC Unit to come up with
ideas and events that we could financially support. Similarly, presenting the Board with these options sailed right through.
Again, thank you.
We once again supported the attendance of various midshipmen at the Naval Academy & University of Notre Dame
leadership conferences. Additionally, a few Midshipmen were able to attend a Women in the Naval Service conference at
the University of Michigan. We funded some early morning and snack chow for the teams that went to the Madison drill meet. Due to the creativity
between the unit and its alums, we also funded parking passes for the cross town students to share. Anyone who has tried to beat the clock after PT
(moving the car before parking meters are activated) knows this is losing battle, and the parking passes allow those students breathing room. Knowing
a good portion of the underclassmen are non-stipend/College Program, we supported the purchase of new student kits (Unit polo, shoe shine kits, cold
weather gloves, etc). As we do annually, we purchased a Navy officer sword for the top URL graduate and a commissioning kit for the top nurse
graduate. Thank you all for the support!
As we are all affected by social distancing/quarantine restrictions, so too were some of the scheduled events the SLA board approved for funding. The
unit and SLA worked together well so that no funding was lost. While unfortunate for the midshipmen, we are all living in unprecedented times, and
any cancellations are understandable.
I’ll close by simply saying thank you and wishing all good mental, emotional and physical health.

Albert Lagore
SLA President

MU NROTC 2020 ALUMNI NOMINATIONS OPEN; DEADLINE 01 AUGUST
As we celebrate our 80th anniversary of the Unit, please help your Alumni & Friends Association Board by nominating
deserving alumni candidates for our 2020 Alumnus and Young Alumnus Awards. We strongly encourage you to consider the
records of fellow alumni and nominate candidates you feel are worthy of special recognition.
Many distinguished alumni have served our country valiantly and honorably during the past 80 years, both in peacetime, and
during every conflict from World War II through Korea, Vietnam, two Gulf Wars and Afghanistan, and many skirmishes in
between. Last year, we honored Dick Leinenkugel (Class of 1980) and LCDR Natalie Ferbezar (Class of 2009) as the 2019
Alumnus and Young Alumnus of Year, respectively. Please see their write-ups on the next page.
If you know of an alum or classmate that you consider to be worthy of one of these awards, please use the
Award Guidelines and Nomination Form that can be found on the alumni website to put forward the name(s) and
documentation of worthy Marquette NROTC Alumni Award candidates. Please send them electronically to
munrotcalumni@gmail.com or mail them to A&FA at the NROTC unit by the submission deadline, 1 August 2020.
On another note, this is my first year taking over as the Alumni Awards Coordinator. This position was previously held by Bill Hayes (Class of 1962)
who unfortunately passed away this year. He always enjoyed honoring the successes of our alumni and I know I have big shoes to fill. If you have any
questions regarding the awards program, please contact me at Austin.helm1@gmail.com. Austin Helm (Class of 2008).
Help us honor our alumni and make our 80th anniversary celebration outstanding and memorable!

Austin Helm
Alumni Awards Coordinator
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2019 ALUMNI OF THE YEAR & YOUNG ALUMNI OF THE YEAR
Two Marquette NROTC graduates were honored as 2019 Alumni of the Year at the Unit’s Naval Services Ball at the Wisconsin Club on
8 November 2019. A full house of midshipmen and dates, staff, alumni, spouses and friends applauded as the honorees were announced.

DICK LEINENKUGEL, CLASS OF 1980: 2019 Alumnus of the Year
Dick has been a consistent, prominent supporter of the Marquette NROTC program and the Marquette
NROTC Alumni & Friends Association over many years. His service and leadership as a Marine, in
Wisconsin local and state government, in the business community, on military veteran employment
issues and for veterans & community non-profit organizations are unique and noteworthy. In recognition
of his contributions, he was honored by Marquette University as the Distinguished Alumnus of the Year
Award by the university’s College of Business Administration in April 2019.
After his B.S. in Business Administration from Marquette Dick served four years in the United States
Marine Corps as a Supply Officer stationed in Kaneohe MCAS deploying with the 31st Marine
Amphibious Unit (MAU) as part of Marine Amphibious Unit Service Support Group 37 (MSSG-37) with
service in the Philippines, Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong, Korea, Oman and Somalia. Dick
was assigned the Supply Officer for MSSG-37 in September ‘81. He later returned to Hawaii to serve as
OIC of the Maintenance Float at Kaneohe until his honorable discharge from active duty in May 1984 as a
Captain.
In 1987, he joined the family business, the Jacob Leinenkugel Brewing Company based in Chippewa
Falls, Wisconsin. After many successes in barrel expansion and offerings, plus service as State of
Wisconsin Commerce Secretary, Dick Leinenkugel was appointed President and “Chief Beer Merchant”
for the Jacob Leinenkugel Brewing Company in 2014.
Dick has been a generous supporter of “mess night” with the unit, in addition to helping with refreshments at the annual reunion\open house buffet
for those salts old enough to imbibe.
For a more about Dick Leinenkugel, including a video statement, go to our website at https://marquette-nrotc-alumni.org/ under “awards.”

LCDR NATALIE FERBEZAR, USN : 2019 Young Alumna of the Year
A 2009 Marquette grad, LCDR Ferbezar served on the USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19) in Yokosuka, Japan as
the Repair Division Officer in 2010-11 before assignment as Navigation Officer for USS Gravely (DDG 107)
out of Norfolk. LCDR Ferbezar became Administrative and Training Officer/Public Affairs Officer of the
USS Gravely in 2013 before leaving active duty for the Reserves in July.
For nearly two years, she served as the Administration Officer, Naval Beach Group Two in Norfolk, Virginia
before relocating to Southern California. In January 2016, LCDR Ferbezar assumed responsibilities as
Executive Officer for CNSP Det Charlie, COMNAVSURFPAC in San Diego, California. Over the next two
years she managed 30 sailors and oversaw the maintenance schedule for 10 US Navy vessels on the
West Coast.
From November 2017 – October 2018, LCDR Ferbezar was activated in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom as Administrative Officer for the Operations Department, Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of
Africa.
LCDR Ferbezar’s decorations include: Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal with gold star in lieu of second award, Armed Forces Reserve Medal, National
Defense Service Medal, Navy “E” Ribbon, Korea Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Service Medal and Global War on Terrorism Service Medal.
LCDR Natalie Ferbezar

For a more about LCDR Natalie Ferbezar, go to our website at https://marquette-nrotc-alumni.org/ under
“awards.”
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REUNION UPDATE: WE WILL SEE YOU IN 2021
Hello MU NROTC Alumni. We were well on our way for another successful Reunion weekend: the Class Rep for
the 50th anniversary class (class of 1970) had been contacted, and he was rounding up his classmates; I had
started negotiations with a new veteran-owned catering service for the Reunion luncheon, and we were
coordinating the 2020 event with the Unit. And then we all know what happened: “All Stop!”.
We will be following Marquette’s plan to postpone this year’s reunion to next year. Next year, 5 June 2021, we plan
to hold a reunion for the 50 year class, Class of 1971, and the 51 year reunion for the class of 1970. Reunion years
will be classes ending on X0 and X5 from this year, and X1 and X6 for next year. As a reminder, the Reunion and
Open House at the NROTC Unit are open to all alumni. Looking forward to seeing you in June 2021.
V/R, LCDR Ed Taicsich, USNR (Ret), Class of 1976/A&FA Reunion Coordinator

A&FA Communications and Social Media
One of the main benefits of being an MU NROTC alum is to be part of a community by keeping in touch with the unit and your colleagues.
A&FA Communications
Join A&FA now with very nominal dues to get all the news and updates that members enjoy. Check out the latest Unit and alum news and information or, better yet, let your fellow alums know about your Navy or Marine Corps career or recent experiences. Share newsworthy items and job
opportunities on Linked In. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. Our webmaster Phil Claiborne <philclaiborne@sbcglobal.net> is also
always looking for more good content. Please send him input and periodically check out these channels for news, photos and more.
Remember that simply joining an A&FA Social Media group page like Facebook or LinkedIn does not automatically make you a member of A&FA. If
you do participate in these social media venues, go to our website, and join online or use the membership form within this newsletter.
Website: https://www.marquette-nrotc-alumni.org
Check out announcements on our home page, about us, history, join, donate, awards, events, and links to unit news. Submissions are
welcome.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/130634680316129/
Marquette NROTC A&FA closed group in Facebook continues to grow (now at 324 members). Enjoy reading correspondence from our
current leaders, news on recent events, alumni notes, and seeing photos of recent alumni Navy and Marine Corps-related travels. Better
yet: write and post your own accounts, reminiscences, historical items or news with alumni and friends.
Instagram: mu_navy_rotc_alumni
Our Instagram has 80 followers to this photo posting site. Event notices are usually posted here also.
Linked-In: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2948410
Linked In is more focused on business related items, including tax-deductible charitable donations, and that business-related golf
tournament. Our group on Linked In shares recent news and discussions on Navy- and Marine Corps-related activities. If you haven’t
joined yet our Association’s group, please do. 157 of your colleagues are already here.
Twitter: https://twitter.com/MU_NROTC_Alumni
Our Twitter feed is open. Currently, you do not need to request permission to join.
Email - outgoing: You’re a valued and important member of our Navy and Marine Corps alumni! The Association sends
announcements via email every now and then to share news of interesting upcoming events and opportunities.
Incoming: munrotcalumni@gmail.com
Please note that on our outgoing emails and the website, the link icons below appear at the bottom. Click-into all the above social
media directly without having to type the long URL. Try one or try them all. Each is a great way to keep in touch.
~Phil Claiborne & Chris Nemeth ‘71,
Communications Team
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SLA and A&FA Donor Honor Rolls
The following are gratefully acknowledged for their generous financial donations over the past year since our last newsletter of August 2019.
Our campaign begins in December each year to coincide with end of year charitable giving.

2019 – 2020 Seapower Leadership Association Campaign
This support to the Seapower Leadership Association (SLA) by all the donors below directly benefits Marquette NROTC Midshipman Battalion
leadership development activities.

Donor Name
Benjamin Olson
J. "Tom" Walker
Patrick Scollard
James Skroski
William McGovern
Louis Rutigliano
John Crusoe
James Himmelspach
John Mack
James Fox
Paul Hess
John Waschbusch
Robert Gisch
Carl Lundquist
James Curran
John Jones
Phillip Kolczynski
Stephen Quinn
Michael Sheehy
Martin Menez
Mark Pickett
Dale Thanig
William Beres
Elmer Prenzlow
Edward Taicsich
Joseph Ilk
John Costello
Anonymous Donor
Philip Boettge
Richard Leinenkugel
Mark Neuwirth
Judy Smith
Scott Christensen
Arthur Clark
Michael Good

Class
1955
1955
1959
1959
1960
1960
1963
1964
1965
1966
1966
1966
1968
1968
1969
1969
1969
1969
1969
1972
1972
1972
1973
1976
1976
1978
1979
1979
1980
1980
1980
1982
1983
1983
1983

*

Donor Name
Craig Petersen

Class *
1984 1

Brian Sullivan

1984

Anonymous Donor

1990

John Haeflinger

1990

Michael Roberts

1992

Michael Roberts

1992 2

Matthew Steeno

1996

Michael Donovan

2003 3

Austin Helm

2008

Andrew Peterson

2012

Anonymous Donor

2015 4

Phil Claiborne

Friend 5

Robert DeMatteo

Friend

* In Honor of
1 Major Nick Ferencz, USMC
2 Class of 1992
3 Captain Barry Fleming, USMC
4 Semper Fi
5 CPL Conner A. Claiborne, USMC

Alumni & Friends Association
(A&FA) Operations Donation
Those listed below also supported the Marquette NROTC Alumni
and Friends Association (A&FA), sustaining the engagement
between the Battalion and alums / friends.
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2019 Financial Summary of the Marquette NROTC A&FA
In 2019, A&FA members sent the organization $3,781.00 in dues and donations. Of this amount, $2,171.63 was used to pay expenses
and the remaining $1,609.37 was retained to bolster the Association’s cash reserves which are deposited in a bank checking account. We started
2019 with total cash on hand of $11,534.99 and ended the year with $13,144.06. All 2019 A&FA expenses were paid.
The Association’s largest annual expenses continue to be the membership management system subscription ($972.00), the fall alumni
open house ($275.21) and alumni-of-the-year recognition at the Marquette NROTC Fall Ball ($158.70). We also made a big purchase of Marquette
NROTC challenge coins to support the new membership recruiting initiative ($585.00).

~Scott Christensen ’83, Treasurer

2019 Financial Summary of the SLA
Marquette NROTC alumni and Friends donated $10,105.64 to SLA in 2019. Of this amount, $6,692.00 was spent on support of midshipman activities. Another $499.00 was used to purchase the naval sword presented in the Spring to the outstanding graduating midshipman.
SLA began 2019 with cash in its bank checking account of $24,740.93 and ended the year with $27,643.57. Thanks to your generosity,
we were able to support the current Marquette midshipmen and build up the net worth of the SLA by $2,902.64 to help future midshipmen.
~Scott Christensen ’83, Treasurer

Status of 2020 Seapower Leadership Dona on
Goal progress mid-year.
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Membership – Mike Good ‘83 (mgood3@att.net)
We achieved a new membership high at the end of 2019 - reaching 219. Just like in 2018, our membership numbers trended up thru the end of
2019 and peaked at the end of the year. But, we then saw the usual down cycle with some missing their 1 January annual renewals again this
year. If you forgot to renew in late December or January, please – RENEW NOW!
We need the help of all alumni to encourage your classmates to enroll and sustain your Marquette NROTC Alumni & Friends Association. Our
committed A&FA membership is the "engine" that propels our operations and initiatives. As part of our "Every Member - Recruit a Member" theme
for this 2020 Membership Year, we have established a Membership Recruiting Reward for every current A&FA member who recruits one new
member. We ask your help to "rev up" our membership by recruiting one new alum to join their Association.
What's the reward? A MU NROTC Challenge Coin like this:

Here's the "fine print":

•

The recruiter needs to be a current dues-paying A&FA member.

The new member needs to provide us the recruiter name when they submit their membership details and payment. We have updated the
"Join Us" page format on our website and the hard copy membership form to capture this input.

•

If the new member has been a "free" New Graduate Member for two years after commissioning, but not made the leap to paid dues status,
they still "count" as a new recruit.

•

And…if you bring one of our fellow “lapsed” members back into the fold, we’ll also reward your effort.
Our internet "cloud" based membership management system (hosted by Wild Apricot) allows every member access from their own computer.
Check us out at: https://marquette-nrotc-alumni.org. We have an online sign-up and debit/credit card payment method for dues (and donations)
like many non-profits to simplify the membership process. We also make it easy for you to stay connected – in or after your active duty military
service – and update your contact info. We will still accept forms and checks mailed the traditional way, but we are already seeing that most
members like the online method for its ease of use.
Take the Every-Member-Recruit-A-Member challenge and do your part to sustain your alumni organization! Thanks in advance for your help in
growing our membership.
Questions? Contact me! My email: mgood3@att.net
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1/1/20 thru 12/31/20 - MEMBERSHIP / CONTACT INFO / SLA DONATION FORM
Sign-up Online: https://marquette-nrotc-alumni.org/join-us
Or Mail this form to: Marquette NROTC Alumni & Friends Association, Inc. (A&FA)
Marquette University NROTC Unit
1532 W. Clybourn Street, Milwaukee, WI 53233-2202
Name:

o Marine
o Navy
o Friend

Commissioned
Maiden Name Year: (if applicable)

(w/ Rank if
appropriate)

Rank

First

Middle

Last

(If applicable)

Address:
Street or Unit
Primary:

City / FPO

State
Zip Code+4
Alternate:

E-Mail Address:

Country (if not USA)

(Used for most communications)

Telephone Number: Home:

Mobile:

Other:

If you were recruited for memberRecruiter Name:
ship, list the current active member who deserves an A&FA recruiting reward.
A&FA Member Dues: MU NROTC
o Regular Annual [$20.00/year]
Alums; MU NROTC Staff past & present;
Multi-year payment accepted
MU Alums who served in Navy & Marine
Multiply $20 x #yrs desired, up to 5x
Corps via other sources; Family, Friends & Make check payable to “A&FA”
Supporters of MU NROTC Unit

Class Year:

Recruiting Credit:

Only for NEW members who
have never paid dues before

$

o Recent Graduate
Newly commissioned officer membership is FREE for first 2 years
following graduation.

*As a 501(c)(19) Not-for-Profit Organization, Membership dues and any additional A&FA donation amount are tax deductible as allowable under
I.R.S. Section 501(c)(19).

During the 1968 reunion two years ago, Rick Lorenz, Col, USMC (Ret), standing
here to the left of classmate Robert Gisch, tells of a boat cloak gifted from the
Marine Option Instructor at the time, Major Robert L. Modgeski, USMC. As the
Colonel has some interaction with the NROTC unit at the University of
Washington, Major Madgeski’s boat cloak is now proudly displayed in the “Huskie”
MOI’s office. Colonel Lorenz also noted for the benefit of the Midshipmen present
that in his day you graduated, commissioned and got married, ...all in the same
week.
Robert Gisch had an interesting Naval career. He
was on active duty for six years, the first at the
Naval Postgraduate School and the remaining five
as part of the Headquarters organization of ADM
Rickover's Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program in what is today part of the Naval Sea
Systems Command.
LT Gisch resigned his commission and accepted a position with the organization where
he worked for the next 36 years as a Navy civilian, retiring with the rank of Senior
Executive in the Senior Executive Service of the U.S. Government civil service.
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